
Appendix 2 
 

A summary of recent London 2012 Assembly reports and future meetings   
 
This note provides a summary of recent Assembly reports that cover a range of issues 
relating to preparations for and legacy of the 2012 Olympic and Paralympics. Members may 
wish to follow up some of the recommendations that have been agreed across the 
Committees.   
 
1. A review of the employment and skills opportunities of the 2012 Games-time 
period  
 (Economy Culture and Sport Committee - July 2011) 
 
The report found that further work is needed to get more low-skilled and unemployed 
Londoners into work during the Games and identified four key barriers holding some people 
back. 
 
The report warned that the recession has made the jobs market more competitive and 
disincentives exist within the benefit system for people taking on short term roles. It also 
warned of uncertainty over long-term funding for employment support programmes and 
especially the introduction of the new Work Programme in London. 
 
Key recommendations from the report include: 
 

 JobCentre Plus should do more to ensure that the benefits system does not 
discourage recipients from taking on Games-time roles. At present, applicants can 
face delays in reclaiming their benefits when short-term jobs come to an end, 
potentially leaving them out of pocket.  

 LOCOG should work closer with the voluntary sector to identify Games-related 
vacancies and match them up with potential applicants  

 LOCOG should aim to recruit at least seven percent of its workforce from welfare-
to-work schemes which target the long-term unemployed  

 The Mayor, Host Boroughs and LOCOG should urgently meet the six London Prime 
Contractors who will operate the new Work Programme, to seek their support for 
Games-time employment targets.  

 LOCOG should constructively challenge its contractors to recruit long-term 
unemployed people and local residents. It should update the Committee on 
progress.  

 
The full report can be found here: http://www.london.gov.uk/publication/review-
employment-and-skills-opportunities-2012-games-time-period 
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2. Assembly response to the Cultural Olympiad Legacy Plan  
(Economy Culture and Sport - June 2011) 
 
The Economy, Culture and Sport Committee welcomed LOCOG’s aim to achieve a 
sustainable legacy from the Cultural Olympiad. In its response, the Committee set out five 
key points which need to be addressed in the final version of the Legacy Plan.  
  

 The identification of those responsible for achieving a legacy 

 Details of how the legacy objectives were selected  

 Details of how stakeholders are planning to meet the legacy objectives  

 Details of the Cultural Olympiad budget allocation 

 What milestones are in place to measure success and how often an assessment of 
success against the objectives will be carried out 

 
The full response can be found here: http://www.london.gov.uk/publication/assembly-
response-cultural-olympiad-legacy-plan 

 
3. Clearing the hurdles: 2012 Transport plans 
(Transport Committee - April 2011) 
 
Transport is one of the biggest risks to the smooth running of the Games.  This Transport 
Committee report found that extensive preparations are underway, but organisers still have 
an enormous challenge on their hands. 
 
The report assesses preparations so far and identifies a number of concerns, particularly 
about the amount of extra transport capacity required, the Olympic Route Network (ORN), 
and the need for people to change their normal travel behaviour for the plans to work.  
 
The Committee asked TfL and the ODA to provide a progress report on the delivery of new 
transport infrastructure in September 2011 - with updates every three months thereafter - 
including details of how new infrastructure has been tested and contingency arrangements 
if it is not delivered as planned. This is expected week of the by 26 September and will be 
attached to the agenda papers for the October Transport Committee meeting.  
 
The report also called for more detail across a number of areas in the final edition of the 
Olympic Transport Plan, including details of: 
 

 The full range of forecasts for the number of spectators and other visitors, and how 
exactly the demand will be managed.  

 How businesses, including small businesses, are responding to calls to change their 
transport requirements to ease pressure on the network.  

 The likely impact of the ORN, enforcement measures and when pedestrian crossings 
will be reinstated.  

 An update on the measures being taken to improve accessibility.  

 Action taken to increase cycling and walking, and use of river services.  
 
The full report can be found here: http://www.london.gov.uk/publication/clearing-
hurdles-2012-transport-plans 
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4. Response to the Mayoral Development Corporation consultation 
(London Assembly – April 2011) 
 
The Assembly was supportive of the Mayor’s proposal but subject to further clarification in 
the following areas: 
 

 Scope - The proposed MDC must have a very tight set of objectives and be time 
limited so that there is a clear exit clause.  

 Representation - Clarity was needed over the make up of the Board and the number 
of elected representatives on, it, and the Planning Committee. The current 
Communities Committee should remain a standing committee. 

 Transparency and accountability - The response called for the same openness as 
other parts of the GLA with regard to the publication of spending and performance 
data, and the publication of an annual business plan which can be presented to the 
Assembly for discussion and debate. 

 
The full response can be found here: http://www.london.gov.uk/publication/assembly-
response-mayoral-development-corporation-consultation 
 
 
5. Just the Ticket 
(Economic Development, Culture, Sport and Tourism Committee - March 2011) 
  
The report warned that public confidence could be damaged if the Government, Mayor and 
London boroughs buy too many of the 14,000 tickets allocated to them or fail to publicly 
account for them. The Committee called on the Mayor to take the lead and publish a 
register stating which tickets have been purchased, who will get access to them, why it is 
justified and how they will be paid for. 
 
Key findings from the report include: 
 

 LOCOG should publish the number of tickets at each price point for each event 
when the public sale starts on 15 March 2011  

 LOCOG should set out in its response to our report, the final bids for tickets it 
received from sponsors, central government, the Mayor and local authorities, and 
how many it provided to each  

 The Mayor should publish a register that accounts for any tickets he receives. It 
should state to whom each ticket was allocated and the reason for the allocation.  

 
The report also welcomed a change in approach to tickets for disabled people. Following 
pressure from the Committee during the course of the investigation, LOCOG agreed to 
make up to 6,450 free tickets available for carers accompanying disabled spectators who 
could not otherwise attend. LOCOG had originally only planned to offer free tickets to 
carers accompanying wheelchair users. 

 
The full report and responses are at  http://www.london.gov.uk/publication/just-ticket 
 
Despite our report LOCOG have refused to publish the number of tickets at each price point 
or how many tickets have been allocated to sponsors and other corporate and government 
bodies. The Mayor has agreed to publish a register after the Games.  
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6. A sporting legacy for London? 
(Economic Development, Culture, Sport and Tourism Committee - February 2011)  
 
The Mayor faces an uphill struggle to meet ambitious targets to get more Londoners 
involved in sport in run up to the 2012 Games. Despite a slow start, the Mayor and his 
Sport Commissioner have made good progress on delivering his £15m sports fund. 
 
The Committee welcomed the Mayor’s new London Community Sports Board which works 
to co-ordinate local sports provision and has done useful work in identifying gaps in 
provision. The report recognised that the Mayor’s £15m sports fund, while relatively small, 
has the potential to fill strategic gaps in provision and influence the way other funds are 
spent, but is too soon to say whether it has been effective. 
 
Key findings from the report include: 
 

 The Mayor should use his influence to ensure that community access is at the heart 
of the Olympic Park, post 2012 – and consider appointing his Sports Commissioner 
to the board of the Olympic Park Legacy Company.  

 It can be difficult for community sports groups to use the Olympic brand in their 
promotion – The Mayor should work with Games organisers to make it easier.  

 Sport can play a role in promoting health and education and that the Sports 
Commissioner and LCSB should develop their partnership approach in these areas. 

 The current funding arrangements run up to 2012 and so the Mayor or his Sports 
Commissioner should report back to the Committee about his plans for delivering a 
sporting legacy after 2012.  

 The Mayor should report back to the Committee once the fund has been spent, 
with details of how it was spent and the results of a review into its effect.  

 
The full report can be found here: http://www.london.gov.uk/publication/sporting-
legacy-london 
 
7. Business as Usual?  

(Health and Public Services Committee - October 2010) 

 

The Health and Public Services Committee examined how London’s emergency and health 

services are working together to ensure that during the 2012 Olympic and Paralympic 

Games they are able to provide business as usual for Londoners as well as meet the security 

and health requirements of the visitors and participants in the Games. London’s police, 

ambulance and fire services face a daunting challenge in 2012 - it will be their biggest 

peacetime operation. Existing staff, equipment and core budgets will be drawn on in order 

to meet Games time requirements and some additional funding is being sought. The 

Committee found there are a range of variables yet to be determined which may still affect 

London’s emergency and health services’ abilities to provide business as usual. These 

include: 

 Clarity over projected visitor demand; 

 The range of cultural and other events due to take place; 
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 The impacts of the Olympic Route Network (ORN) and Paralympic Route Network 

(PRN); 

 Funding allocations; and 

 Staffing requirements. 

 

On the basis of the information provided to the Committee, the Committee concluded that 

Londoners should expect their emergency and health services to deliver business as usual 

during the Games. However, there remain concerns over unknown variables such as visitor 

numbers and the extent that police services will be stretched. The Committee is likely to 

follow-up this work in early 2012. 

 

The full report (and responses) can be found here: http://www.london.gov.uk/who-runs-

london/the-london-assembly/publications/health/2012-emergency-services 

 

The 12 milestones set out by the Committee were accepted by the main stakeholders and 

actions taken to meet them were set out in their responses.   

 

8. Going for Green – Staging a sustainable Games 
(Environment Committee - October 2010) 
 

There is still significant work to do if the 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games are to fully 

live up to their environmental promises.  The report welcomed efforts to make this the most 

sustainable Games in recent history, including carbon footprint mapping and reduction, and 

the aim to re-use or recycle 90% of the temporary venue fitting materials.  However, the 

Games may not transform event sustainability as once was hoped; more must be done as 

the event approaches to set a new benchmark for future Games and other major sporting 

events.  The opportunity to significantly boost the Mayor's electric vehicles plan is being 

missed and a target on renewable electricity during the staging phase of the Games is 

unlikely to be met.   

 

Recommendations from the report included:  

 

    Further work to promote sustainable travel to London 

 Forecasting nitrogen dioxide concentrations for Games time, and action to bring 

these as near as possible to EU limits   

 Re-using temporary materials, in preference to recycling 

 Applying London 2012 sustainability standards at the live sites that the GLA will     

run and in cultural events which the Mayor sponsors throughout the capital  

    Creating best-practice recycling facilities at the Olympic venues and around           

London 
 
The full report can be found here: http://www.london.gov.uk/publication/going-green 
 
Paul Deighton provided a response to this report at the December 2010 Plenary (page 16 
onwards http://www.london.gov.uk/moderngov/mgConvert2PDF.aspx?ID=3715&T=9) 
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The only area where there is an outstanding concern is in meeting the target that at least 
20 per cent of the energy requirement is from renewables. Discussions are on-going as to 
what other initiatives can be taken to try to meet this target for example by funding PV 
panels or putting extra funding into RE:NEW.   
 


	Key recommendations from the report include:
	3. Clearing the hurdles: 2012 Transport plans
	Key findings from the report include:
	Key findings from the report include:

